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Antarctica & Islands
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Antarctic

Private

Expedition vessel
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19 days
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Remote Atlantic islands, amazing Antarctic wildlife, Zodiak boat trips, shore excursions, pristine wilderness

landscapes

Itinerary

DAY 1

Afternoon board expedition vessel

In the afternoon, we embark in Ushuaia, Tierra del Fuego, Argentina, the southernmost city in the world located at

the Beagle Channel and sail through this scenic waterway for the rest of the evening.

Arrival airport transfers and pre-cruise accommodation in Ushuaia is available on request.

OVERNIGHT

Expedition vessel

MEALS

Dinner

EXTRAS

Cabin upgrades (ANSGAI)



At sea, en-route to the Falkland Islands

At sea, in the westerlies the ship is followed by several species of albatrosses, storm petrels, shearwaters and

diving petrels.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

DAY 3 On the Falkland Islands

In the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) we plan to spend the whole day on the fascinating western side of the
archipelago. A hike along the Shore of Carcass Island will give us views of Magellanic and Gentoo-Penguins, as well
as close encounters with water fowl and Night herons and passerines. In addition, on Saunders we will be able to
observe four species of breeding penguins (Gentoo, King, Magellanic and Rockhopper), Black-browed Albatrosses

and King Cormorants.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

DAY 4 Port Stanley

In Stanley, the capital of the Falklands, we can experience Falkland culture, which has some South American
characteristics as well as Victorian charm. In Stanley and the surrounding area we can see quite an important
number of stranded clippers from a century ago. All passengers are free to wander around on their own. We

recommend a visit to the local church and museum (admission fees not included).

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

On our way to South Georgia

On our way to South Georgia we will cross the Antarctic Convergence. Entering Antarctic waters, the temperature
may drop significantly in the time span of only a few hours. Near the Convergence we will see a multitude of

southern seabirds near the ship; several species of Albatrosses, Shearwaters, Petrels, Prions and Skuas.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner



On our way to South Georgia

At sea towards South Georgia.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

DAY 7 South Georgia

In the afternoon of day 7 we arrive at our first landing site in South Georgia. We might visit the bay of Elsehul, with

its very active fur seal breeding beach.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

DAY 8 South Georgia

We set course to Right Whale Bay, Salisbury Plain, Godthul, St. Andrews Bay, Gold Harbour, Cooper Bay and
Drygalski Fjord to give you a good opportunity to see a wide spectrum of landscapes and wildlife, like the Elephant
seals, Fur seals, King and Macaroni Penguins. One of the highlights might be our visit to Prion Island, where we will
witness the breeding efforts of the huge Wandering Albatross and enjoy watching their displays (the island is

closed for visitors during breeding season from 20 Nov - 07 January).

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

DAY 9 South Georgia

At Fortuna Bay we might try to follow in the footsteps of the great British Explorer Ernest Shackleton and hike over
to Stromness Bay. There and at Grytviken we'll see an abandoned whaling village, where King Penguins now walk

in the streets and seals have taken over the buildings.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner



South Georgia

At Grytviken we'll also offer a visit to the Whaling History Museum as well as to Shackleton's grave nearby. We will

depart from South Georgia in the afternoon of day 10.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

Where the ship is again followed by a multitude of seabirds. At some point we might encounter sea-ice, and it is at

the ice-edge where we might have a chance to see some high-Antarctic species like the McCormick Skua and Snow

Petrel.
OVERNIGHT MEALS
Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

South Orkney Islands, we plan a visit to Orcadas station

We are planning on a visit to Orcadas station, an Argentinean base located in the South Orkney Islands. The
friendly base personnel will show us their facilities and we can enjoy the wonderful views of the surrounding

glaciers.

On Laurie Island we may visit the Argentine base Orcadas Station. It was here that the Scottish explorer W.S. Bruce
established a small research station in 1903. The station was taken over by the Argentines the subsequent year
and has since been recording meteorological data. At this friendly station one can experience how it is to live and
work on an isolated station in Antarctica. Around Orcadas Station we can see breeding Southern Giant Petrels. With

permission of the base personnel we may also visit Punta Cormoran, which has an Adélie Penguin colony.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

At sea towards Antarctica

At sea towards Antarctica.



OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

Antarctic Peninsula

If the ice permits we will sail into the Weddell Sea through the ice-clogged Antarctic Sound. Huge tabular icebergs
will announce our arrival to the eastern side of the Antarctic Peninsula. We plan to visit Brown Bluff where we may

set foot on the Continent. In good sailing conditions we may decide to extend our time in the Weddell Sea.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

Antarctic Peninsula

In Deception Island our ship braves into the entrance of the crater through the spectacular Neptune's Bellows.
Deception itself is a sub-ducted crater, which opens into the sea, creating a natural harbour for the ship. Here we
find hot springs, an abandoned whaling station, thousands of Cape Petrels and many Kelp Gulls, Brown and South
Polar Skuas and Antarctic Terns. Wilson's Storm Petrels and Black-bellied Storm Petrels nest in the ruins of the
whaling station in Whalers Bay. We leave from here and sail through the Shetland Islands attempting to land at
Half Moon Island with a large Chinstrap penguin rookery and the usually non-occupied Argentinean Camara station.

From here we head to the open sea with direction Ushuaia.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

Antarctic Peninsula

We may visit Cierva Cove were we find ourselves in a world of icebergs well suited for an exploratory Zodiac cruise
in search of fantastic photo opportunities. Humpback whales, Crabeater seals and Leopard seals are often seen
here and a small rookery of Chinstraps are found on a small island in the bay. The landscape is typical Antarctica
with huge glaciated mountains all around. Mikkelsen Harbour on the southern side of Trinity Island was discovered
by the Swedish Antarctic Expedition of 1901-04. Gentoo penguins nest on the island and Weddell seals often haul

out on shore. We also find remains of the early 20th Century Whaling period and an Argentinean refuge hut.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner



At sea en-route to Ushuaia

On our way north we are again followed by a great selection of seabirds while crossing the Drake Passage.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

At sea en-route to Ushuaia

Full day sailing back across the Drake Passage. There will be plenty of time to go through your photos and look

back on your trip of a lifetime to Antarctica.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

Expedition vessel Breakfast,Lunch,Dinner

We disembark our expedition vessel in Ushuaia

The end of our voyage. We arrive in the morning in Ushuaia and disembark after breakfast. A group transfer to the
airport for your flight home is included.

OVERNIGHT MEALS

N/A Breakfast



INCLUDED EXCLUDED

* Voyage aboard the indicated vessel as indicated in e International flights (can be arranged on request)
the itinerary e 24/7 airport arrival transfer service (can be arranged
o All meals throughout the voyage aboard the ship on request)
including snacks, coffee and tea e Pre-tour accommodation in Ushuaia (can be
e All transport in private vehicles arranged on request)
e All shore excursions and activities throughout the e Visas
voyage by Zodiac e Travel insurance (compulsory)
e Program of lectures by noted naturalists and e Optional activities
leadership by experienced expedition staff e Departure taxes
e Free use of rubber boots and snowshoes e Tips
o All miscellaneous service taxes and port charges e Meals, drinks & snacks not mentioned in the
throughout the programme itinerary
e Pre-scheduled group transfer from the vessel to the e Any other items not mentioned in the itinerary

airport in Ushuaia (directly after disembarkation)

e Comprehensive pre-departure material

Notes

This itinerary is for guidance only. Programs may vary depending on local ice and weather conditions, the
availability of landing sites and opportunities to see wildlife. The final itinerary will be determined by the Expedition
Leader on board. Flexibility is paramount for expedition cruises.

2018 departures are extended to 20 or 21 days.

PROMO CODE: AN10AI18 - GET 10% OFF ALL 2018 DEPARTURES WHEN YOU USE THIS CODE DURING YOUR
ONLINE BOOKING

Tour Options

Our tours are designed to include all that you need to enjoy a really special time in the destination you're visiting.
However, we do also offer some extra options to complement the tour and add some additional sightseeing or

activities, or some extra time at either end of the tour.

All accommodation based options (e.g. Single supplements, extra nights, cruise upgrades) should be booked and
paid for in advance so that we can make the appropriate arrangements. Other options may either be booked and
paid for in advance or while you are on the tour, though we recommend booking in advance to ensure there are no

issues with availability.



Many options are priced the same throughout the year, but some may incur single or high season supplements ,

full details are given on the tour reservation form or on request.

No additional options available for this tour.

Important Notes

n Booking & Payment

If you would like to book a place on this tour, please complete the online reservation form on our website (via the
Dates & Prices tab on the tour page). You may make a deposit or full payment online, or just hold a reservation if
you prefer (full payments are due 8 weeks before departure). We will then contact you with more details about how
to complete your booking. Payments may be made by debit or credit card (subject to a card processing fee), or by
making a bank transfer, or posting us a cheque/bank draft. Full details will be provided in your booking
confirmation email. Please contact us if you would like any more information or have any questions before making

a booking.

u Financial Security

We are a UK registered company and are committed to providing our customers with financial protection to provide
peace of mind and to allow you to book with confidence.

We have therefore partnered with Trust My Travel Ltd., which provides financial protection services to over 2000
partners around the world. Funds paid to us by our customers are protected via an Insurance policy held by Trust
My Travel. Each traveller and the description of services sold is declared against Trust My Travel’s insurance policy
directly against our financial failure. In the event of our insolvency, you will be refunded for any unfulfilled products
and/or repatriation to the UK (where applicable). Please see our website or booking conditions for more

information.

n Responsible Tourism

It is impossible not to have an impact on the local environment, cultures and eco-systems when you travel.
However, it is very possible to try and ensure that these impacts are as limited, or positive as possible. We are
committed to ensuring that we try to leave our host countries in a better state than we found them and encourage
and assist our travellers to help us with this.

The following are a few simple tips that require very little effort on your part but which will help ensure that any

effect you have on the locations you visit is positive rather than negative.

e Don't prejudge: Things in different countries will almost certainly be different. That doesn't make them worse

or inferior, just different.


/p/contactus
/p/financial-security
/p/booking-conditions

¢ Communicate: Don't expect locals to speak your language. Take the trouble to learn a few words or phrases
of the local language. Don't worry about sounding silly. Most locals are patient and accommodating and
appreciate you making the effort to communicate in their language.

e Conserve energy: Be careful not to waste valuable resources. Use local resources sparingly. Switch off lights,
air-conditioning and fans when you leave the hotel room and don't waste water. Remove superfluous
packaging. Many countries have far less efficient waste disposal systems than ours. Remove packaging from
newly acquired items before leaving home.

e Don't litter: No matter how untidy or dirty the country you're travelling in may look to you, avoid littering, as
there is no need to add to the environment's stress. Many of the countries we visit have a tough challenge
dealing with rubbish and waste. Please consider taking home as much plastic waste as you can (e.g. water
bottles).

e Choose environmentally friendly products: By using environmentally friendly (bio degradable) sun creams,
shampoos and detergents you can help reduce pollution.

e Respect local customs and traditions: As you are a guest in these countries, you should also comply with the

local customs. If you are friendly and well mannered, the locals will reciprocate and it will only enhance your

experience. It's important to follow dress and behaviour guidelines especially when visiting religious or

sacred sites (your tour leader will advise you how best to do this).

e If a client commits an illegal act the client may be excluded from the tour and Encounters Travel shall cease

to have responsibility to/for them. No refund will be given for any unused services.

All porters are employed and equipped following guidelines set by the International Porter Protection Group (IPPG).

Follow Us Online

You can stay in touch with us online by following us on Facebook and Twitter. We post updates on relevant travel

news in our destination countries, special offers and discounts and other interesting travel related news and
information.
www.facebook.com/encounterstravel

https://x.com/encounterstravl (yes, without the 'e')

Travel Insurance

Travel insurance is compulsory on all of our tours and needs to cover personal accident & liability, medical

expenses and repatriation, travel delay & abandonment. We also strongly recommend that you take out cover
against cancellation and lost/stolen baggage. Personal medical insurance does not normally provide sufficient
cover and is generally not suitable for travel on our tours. You will not be able to join your tour if you have not
provided us with details of your insurance or if you arrive without cover in place (no refunds will be due in this

event).

Considering travel insurance for your trip? World Nomads Travel Insurance offers coverage for more than 150

adventure activities as well as emergency medical, lost luggage, trip cancellation and more.


http://www.facebook.com/encounterstravel
https://x.com/encounterstravl
/p/travel-insurance

If your tour includes car hire, or if you plan to arrange a hot air balloon flight locally or do some scuba diving during
your tour, you should check the small print in your policy to make sure these are covered (these are covered in our
policy). Please also check the maximum altitude that you will be reaching and that full cover including emergency

evacuation is provided up to this altitude.

If you are taking expensive camera gear or other electronic equipment with you then please check the coverage

and the fine print of your policy to ensure that you have sufficient cover.

IMPORTANT: We must have your travel insurance details (policy number and type of insurance) before you depart
or you may not be allowed to join the tour. If you haven't told us already, please let us know the details when you
can. You should take a paper copy of your insurance policy with you as you may be asked to show this at the start

of the tour.

Covid-19
Before purchasing any travel insurance, please check the coverage provided for situations related to

Covid-19, and for the rules about government travel advice. Your normal policy may not be suitable.

Before you travel

It is important when considering and preparing to travel anywhere in the world that you have a good understanding
of the country you are visiting, its laws and customs, and the possible risks and situations that may occur. This
includes specific risks related to your itinerary (eg. does it involve water & can you swim, are you fit enough for the

activities included), as well as more general risks such as terrorism and natural disasters.

General details and links to more information about health risks, visa requirements, money, and travel insurance
are given in these tour notes. We recommend that you re-read all these before your departure as well as the small

print of your travel insurance policy so you know exactly what is covered and what is not.

You should take copies of your important travel documents with you and ideally also store them online securely as
a backup. Make sure that you have given us your emergency contact details and told that person where and when

you are travelling. Ensure you take enough money with you and that you have access to emergency funds.

Finally, you should read through and stay updated with the current official government travel advice for your
destination. We are registered partners with the UK Foreign Office's 'Travel Aware' campaign which provides

further useful and invaluable information.

travel
aware

govuk/travel aware

Reduce Plastic Waste with Water-to-Go Filter bottles

Traveling responsibly means minimizing plastic waste, but staying hydrated on the go is essential. At Encounters
Travel we are committed to reducing single-use plastics, which is why we've partnered with Water-to-Go. Their
portable filtration system removes over 99.9% of contaminants from any non-saltwater source, turning even

questionable water sources into safe drinking water.


https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://travelaware.campaign.gov.uk
https://travelaware.campaign.gov.uk

Given that tap water is un-safe to drink in many of the countries in which we operate, we recommend purchasing a
Water-to-Go bottle prior to departure. This will help you avoid the use of single use plastic bottles and keep you

hydrated on the go.

Save big! Get a huge 25% off your Water-to-Go bottle and other Water-to-Go products (such as filters, lids, and
carriers). Use code ENCOUNTERS25 at checkout (valid in the UK, USA and Canada).

How Water-to-Go Technology works:

e Their reusable, BPA free water bottles contain their own unique 3-in-1 filtration technology effectively
providing clean safe drinking water from any non-salt water source around the world.
e Three different (1 traditional and 2 nano) technologies are combined in one filter cartridge to remove up to

99.9999% of microbiological contaminants in water.
The three technologies used in a Water-to-Go filter are:

e Mechanical filtration - A tiny pore size, so small contaminants can’t fit through.

e Electrical - A positive charge reduces the pore size even further and attracts contaminants like a magnet,
trapping them inside the filter.

e Activated Carbon - Unlike most carbon based filters, instead of using adhesives to glue the carbon particles
together, (which vastly reduces the carbon’s efficiency) it is contained within the membrane, helping to
reduce contaminants whilst eliminating bad tastes and odours. Try filtering water from your tap at home and

taste the difference!
Water-to-Go filter bottles deliver safe, healthy water worldwide

o Water-to-Go filters remove bacteria, viruses, waterborne disease, protozoa, heavy metals such as lead as
well as harmful chemicals.

e Their filters remove Chlorine and Fluoride from tap water.

e The filter will eliminate harmful contaminants from the water but allow beneficial minerals such as sodium
and magnesium to pass through leaving you with the healthiest water possible.

e Water-to-Go filters have been independently tested against internationally recognised standards by industry
specialists including The London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine (UK), BCS Laboratories (USA),

Bangalore Test House (India) and IMI (China).

Use Water-to-Go products and you’ll be healthier, wealthier and helping to make the world a better

place!

e Depending on filter size, each Water-to-Go filter is able to replace 260 or 400 single-use plastic water
bottles!

e They ensure you have access to safe water anywhere in the world without ever having to buy
environmentally damaging bottled water.

e Their water bottles deliver safe, clean drinking water at just 5p per litre.

e The filter membrane is biodegradable and the shrouds are recyclable.

e The water bottles are used and approved by everyone from backpackers to commuters, gym users to

expecting mums. Perfect for everyday, outdoor and travel.



u Private & Tailor-made Tours

While our group departures offer a fantastic way to explore with like-minded travellers, we understand that some
guests prefer a more exclusive experience. Most of our group tours can be booked on a private basis, allowing you
to enjoy the same expert-led routes with your own dedicated party. The primary advantage of choosing a private
arrangement is the flexibility it provides; we can easily customise the itinerary to include your preferred style of
accommodation or adjust the pace to suit your needs. Private tours can be run on the same start days as our group
tours, or on other dates. However, some activities within our trips are restricted to particular days of the week - we
will advise you on anything like this that we need to work around. Pricing will be based on the number of travellers

in your party, and any customisations you may like to make.

For those seeking something truly unique, our specialist sales team is available to collaborate with you on a
completely tailor-made tour, designed from the ground up to match your specific interests, accommodation level

and requirements.

To request a quotation for a private or tailor-made tour, please contact us.

Printed on: Saturday 12th of September 2026 Your passport to adventure
Note: Please download an up-to-date copy of these tour notes shortly before you travel, as

itineraries and information do change from time to time.


/p/contactus
https://encounterstravel.com/tourinfo/antarctica-and-islands-tour

